
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 

 
A PIIRS Research Initiative 
Climate Change and History 
A comparative approach to climate,  
environment and society in Eurasia 300-1900 
Towards understanding the impact of  
climate on complex societies 

 

 

Paleoclimate-Dendroclimatology Workshop  
for Pre-Modernists 

September 15-17, 2015 | Princeton, New Jersey (USA)  
Project Leaders: John Haldon, Nicola di Cosmo, Molly Greene and Tim Newfield 

Project research assistant: Lee Mordechai 

 

Beginning this fall, a new workshop series will be held at Princeton University to focus on dendroclimatology 
and the reconstruction of past temperature, precipitation and environmental changes from natural and 
documentary archives. The intensive workshops are considered entry-level and geared towards History and 
Archaeology graduate students and junior faculty, from Princeton as well as from other universities, and 
require no previous knowledge of the subjects. 

 
This year’s workshop focuses on dendroclimatology and the reconstruction of past temperature, precipitation 
and environmental changes from natural and documentary archives. The workshop instructors will be 
renowned scholars Jürg Luterbacher from Justus Liebig University, Giessen (Germany), and Ulf Büntgen of the 
Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL. Both are experts in their fields and have published extensively on 
relevant topics of climate reconstruction, in general, and dendroclimatology, more specifically.  
 
The workshop will offer participants hands-on introduction to paleoclimate science, dendroclimatology, 
including chronology development, record calibration, climate reconstruction and sampling strategies. These 
will maintain a balance between modeling local/regional and large-scale climates and changes. The workshop 
will cover the statistical basis for these reconstructions, their assumptions and uncertainties and will explore 
the connections between paleo-climate and social re-organizations in the past.  

As part of the workshop, participants will learn how to drill tree rings cores and use both the ARSTAN software 
for tree-ring standardization and chronology development and the KNMI climate explorer, a tool to mainly 
extract but also to analyze (paleo) climate data. Although the workshop will focus on the Eastern 
Mediterranean Basin as a test case, its tools will be applicable to other world regions. 

http://www.princeton.edu/history/people/display_person.xml?netid=jhaldon
https://www.ias.edu/people/faculty-and-emeriti/di-cosmo
http://www.princeton.edu/history/people/display_person.xml?netid=greene
http://princeton.academia.edu/TimothyPNewfield
http://www.uni-giessen.de/cms/faculties/f07/geography/sections/climate/staff/luterbacher
http://buentgen.com/


 
 

Application Process and Deadlines 
 
There is no formal application form, but interested parties should submit the following: 

1. A letter of application with statement of interest (up to 500 words) 
2. CV 
3. A letter of recommendation, sent directly to Jayne Bialkowski, PIIRS  

 

All information should be emailed to Jayne Bialkowski at PIIRS at Princeton University by 5 p.m.,  
July 20, 2015. The subject line of the email should read, “Application for Dendroclimatology Workshop.”  
No applications will be considered after this time. Successful applicants will be notified in late July.  

 

Fees and Additional Information 

The workshop is free. Princeton University will cover the costs of accommodations and subsistence for all 
admitted applicants. Attendees will be expected to cover their own travel and transportation costs. Detailed 
directions for getting to campus and locating the workshop will be issued closer to the workshop. 

If you have any questions, please contact either Lee Mordechai or John Haldon.  

 

The PIIRS Research Initiative on Climate Change and History and the workshop series are made possible through a generous grant 
provided by the Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies.  
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